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Since its publication in 1947, great musicians and composers of all genres - from Arnold

Schoenberg to John Coltrane - have sworn by this legendary volume and its comprehensive

vocabulary of melodic patterns for composition and improvisation.
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Nicolas Slonimsky's "Thesaurus of Scales and Melodic Patterns" is a mind-bending book filled with

harmonic morsels for the curious and self-motivated musician.Although this book is usually

described as a musical "reference" book, it is much more than just a few hundred pages of specific

licks to spew over specific chords. There are plenty of books in print today to buy if that is the type

of book you are after. Slonimsky's "Thesaurus," however, is in a totally different vein. The concepts

are just as deep, interesting, and fresh today as they were in 1947 when the book was first

published. For anyone who has tackled the ins and outs of conventional harmony and wants

something more interesting to think about, this is the book.It is true that Slonimsky does not come

right out and say how to specifically apply these concepts and phrases. Instead, he leaves little

clues (many of which are in the Introduction) to help guide and provide the reader with a few

different options of harmonizations and applications. Quite simply, with the "Thesaurus," you get

what you put into it. If you spend time analyzing, applying, and considering the things in this book, it

will over time become clear as to what it is all really about. One of the great things about this book is



it inspires an individualistic approach; you learn to develop your own way of thinking as you work

through it. This makes everyone's appplication of the scales just a bit different from the next person.

Two people might approach the same pattern in a totally different way, therefore making the

applications constantly evolve and change.A few things should be said to those who might be

thinking of purchasing this book.
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